CHAPTER    XII
The King's Kava Party
ON AUGUST 27 I embarked with Tukuaho and his clerk on Tui
Belehaki's schooner for Haapai, a sail of thirty hours. All through the
night we could see the glare of Tofua, then in eruption. We dropped
anchor at noon. We were on the lee side of a narrow island nowhere
more than thirty feet above high-water mark, covered with planta-
tions and grass and cocoanut to the water's edge. North and south
of us stretched islands of the same aspect. The town was a mere row
of iron-roofed stores, with native huts behind them and horses
tethered between. This was the scene of the taking of the Port au
Prince, privateer, and the murder of her captain and crew eighty years
before, when King George was a boy. To William Mariner, a sur-
vivor, we are indebted for a classic on life in the Pacific which is unsur-
passed.*
As our visit to the King was to be official, we had brought with us
one of the hereditary Matabules (masters of ceremonies) who landed
with a root of \ava to announce our arrival When we had given him
time we followed him towards the large native house occupied by the
King, but before we reached it we saw the old man, followed by a
train of Matabules, coming down from the unfinished church. We
halted to see what was to happen* A mat was spread under the shade
of some large trees; the attendants formed an oval, with a \ava bowl
facing the King. Tui Belehaki led me round, and we took our seats
in the oval on the King's left, with our Matabule on our right. On
my left was an old man with very bright eyes, who afterwards proved
to be Kaho, the chief jailer, and therefore the most important person
after the Governor, Tukuaho slunk away to a place of dishonour
behind the bowl, where the servants were pounding the root between
stones that rang melodiously. This was because his father was still
living, and no man in Tonga has any status until his father is dead and
he comes into his title. At the King's \wa parties the old distinctions
* Mariner's Account of the Tonga Islands. Edited by Dr. Martin.
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